
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On a very serious note accidental and ma-

licious poisoning makes up a fair number 

of cases that we see. Please remember 

that puppies wi ll eat anything including 

poisonous plants so be careful what they 
can reach. A study has shown that 36% of 

cats eat plants some of them toxic like 

Arum Li lies. All size dogs eat rat poison 

and YES it is TOXIC to them. Malicious 

poisonings are best avoided by keeping 

the dogs in at night. There is li ttle else 

that one can do against such atrocities. 

Most poisonings do require a rapid re-

sponse from you. If just ingested and 

provided a swallow reflex is present, ani -

mals can be made to vomit. The safest 

way to do that is controlled by injection 

with emetic agents followed by an anti -

dote. Animals that lack a swallow reflex 

need to be intubated and their stomachs 
washed. If the toxin is already absorbed 

it is too late for vomiting or stomach 

washing. If the toxin is known, an anti -

dote can be given. If not, an attempt can 

be made to make the diagnosis based on 

the symptoms. Treatment is often also 

based on symptoms. Some toxicities re-

cover initially only to go into organ fai lure 

later. This can be prevented to a large 

degree by aggressive initial treatment 

including fluid therapy.  

 

 

 
If your contact detai ls have changed please 
remember to inform us. 
Regards 

Martin de Scally 
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Contact Details: 

If your contact de-

tai ls have changed 

then please inform 

us . 

After Hours 

Emergencies: 
Please phone 

(033) 343 4602 

Free Small Animal Veterinary Advice e-mail:martin@hiltonvethospital.co.za 

Hello again from Martin. 

Preventative care medicine is not a new 

concept. Lack of due di ligence regarding 

preventative care is also not new. At Hi l-

ton Vet Hospital we are taking a closer 
look at preventative care of your animal. 

Included in our preventative care as-

sessment is vaccination status, internal  

and external parasite control, dental  

health, skin and ear health, pad and nai l 

health, anal gland health, nutritional 

status (body condition and muscle condi-

tion assessment), mental health and  mi-

crochip and  medical aid status. Not sur-

prisingly we find a few things with each 

animal we check, that could be opti -

mised.  

Such an assessment is avai lable to your  

animals alongside any consultation, check 

up, health check or annual or three 
yearly vaccination. If your animal is sick 

or needs to be hospitalised a more com-

prehensive 48 parameter check is com-

pleted. We hope this makes a big differ-

ence to the health of our patients. If it 

is monthly reminding you need for flea 

and tick control or three monthly re-

minding for deworming please request 

this from Lana, Rebecca or  Jackson in 

the front reception. 

 

Trish returns from maternity leave in 

July whi lst Li llian wi ll be taking leave  to 

have her baby. Trish comes back armed 

with a certificate in behaviour medicine. 

She wi ll also start a behaviour health 
column from next month. If you have any 

behaviour related questions please e-

mail her at trish@hi ltonvethospital.co. za    
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The Nurse’s Clinic:Taking your Pet on Holiday: Sr Debbie Kleu  
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Website: www.hi ltonvethospital.co. za  

If you are considering going on holiday with your  

pets here are a few things you may want to think 

about before the trip. A well prepared owner makes 

for a fun and rewarding trip. 

 
The Accommodation  

If you are going to stay with friends, don’t assume 

your pet is welcome in their home. Ask if you can 

take your dog along, if not,  you may consider  finding 

a kennel in the area so you can sti ll spend some time 

with “Bruno” whi le being respectful of your friends 

wishes.  

If you are staying in a hotel or B&B check with 

them if pets are allowed , more places are becoming 

‘pet friendly’ .  

 

Transportation 

If you are driving, you may want to do a rookie drive 

to make sure that everyone fits into the vehicle 

safely. A safety harness may be very useful for  
”Bruno”. Travel crates are also used and are impera-
tive for transporting cats. Choose your route and 

pit-stops wisely so that you can take them out the 

car to stretch their legs and have a drink. Please 

remember to take a bag so you can clean up after  

your dog. 

A good pair of earplugs may also be necessary, es-

pecially with cats !!  

 

 

It is always a good idea to check with your veteri-

narian regarding any special considerations. De-

pending on where you are going you may need addi-

tional vaccinations, deworming and tick control. You 

may also require a health certificate from the vet 
as well. It is always a good idea to carry your pet’s 

vaccination/health certificate with you. Keep a 

contact number of a vet at your destination handy 

in case of an emergency.  

If your pet is lucky enough to be going by air, you 

must check first on the airline  regulations and 

make any arrangements well in advance. There will 

be crates and fees to organise, depending on the 

weight and size of the pet. There are a number of 

companies who deal with transporting pets locally 

and internationally so if in doubt they are the peo-

ple to contact. 

What to remember 
� Medications 

� Food and water  

� Bowls 
� Collar and leash 

� Toys 

� Pet bed 

� Plastic bags for waste 

� Vets contact number  

� Health certificate 

 

Enjoy the trip and have fun….. 

 

Useful Websites of pet friendly accommodation: 
� www.wheretostay.co. za 

� www.za.ask.com 

� www.petfriendly.co. za 

� www.sa-venues.com 
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In next month’s issue: Behavioural Health Column 

If you have a story about your pet that you would like to share with us, then please e-mail it to lauren@hiltonvethospital.co.za 

Page 5 

CATS' CHARTER  

(by Joan Brocklehurst) 
 

I wonder, every passing day 
If cats could speak, what would they say? 

Please do not offer food that's stale, 

And most of all, don't pull my tail! 
Do not imagine it is right 

To turn me out to spend each night, 

No, leave me to enjoy my rest 

By cosy fireside - that's the best. 
Do talk to me, and stroke my fur, 

I'll always answer with a purr. 

All cats need food, but mice and rats 

Are not enough for farmyard cats. 
Make sure, when serving meat or fish 

No bones appear upon my dish. 

An unkempt look you ought to note, 
Then comb the tangles from my coat. 

Please learn the meaning of my words - 

"I'm hungry" or "I'm watching birds". 

We cats agree, it would be nice, 
If people followed OUR advice. 

To make you smile 

Joe  

Joe starting working for Hilton Vet Hospi-

tal in 2000. 

Joe is married to Gladys and they have 1 

son and 3 daughters. 

Joe is the quiet gentle person who tends so 

attentively and lovingly to our gardens. He 
says he really loves keeping the Golden Jo-

hannesburger trees outside the front walk 

way neat and trimmed. 

In his spare time Joe tends to his own gar-
den and he enjoys watching soccer on TV. 

His favourite team is the Moroka Swallows.  
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